
 

Life 

Joy at Jesus’ Voice  

When my wife and I were recently married and living in big city Boston, we had no money and 
abundant college debt, so we pinched pennies wherever we could.  I scrounged an old TV off the 
curb, and we bought a (new!) dog pillow to sit on because we couldn’t afford a couch.  The TV 
mostly worked, but in order to finagle a few extra channels, we molded aluminum foil around the 
bunny ears.  When there weren’t storms rumbling about, and with the right electromagnetic coax-
ing, we could wade through the static and tune into something together.  Those were the days.    

When Jesus came on the scene in Galilee, some wondered if his cousin John the Baptist would be 
upset that he was losing discipleship market share to the newcomer.  John had been baptizing in 
the Jordan, preparing the way of the Lord, but now Jesus was baptizing too—and he was good at 
it.  "Jesus is making and baptizing more disciples than John," the Pharisees commented (John 
4:1).  Rather than being upset, John said: “The friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom's voice. For this reason my joy has been fulfilled” (John 
3:29).  John had learned the art of wading through the static and tuning into what mattered 
most.  Hearing the voice of Jesus the Bridegroom was what brought him joy, not the usual markers 
of success.  

What makes it hard for you to experience the joy of hearing Jesus’ voice?  Where do you struggle 
to tune in?  We all know that storms kick up a lot of static.  Peter couldn’t make out Jesus for the 
waves (Matthew 14:28).  The disciples lost faith because of the wind (Luke 8:24-25).  Events set 
our lives spinning, and our ability to hear Jesus’ voice dims.  

But there are other, much more subtle, staticky forces at work around us.  Jesus warned against 
getting “dulled by parties and drinking and shopping” (Luke 21:34 MSG).  We surround ourselves 
with so many good things that it can be hard to pay attention to the perfect thing.  It’s probably no 
coincidence that John the quick-to-tune-in baptizer had spent years debriding his soul in the de-
sert.  Locusts, honey, and hairshirts prepared him to hear the voice of the long-awaited Messi-
ah.  John had dramatically reduced the static in his life, and so he was ready.  This is why the spir-
itual disciplines of fasting and silence and giving are so vital.  We have to carve out some air space 
to really listen.  

Hearing the voice of Jesus brings joy!  His words are healing grace, his teaching our guiding 
truth.  Becoming his follower means putting into practice what the disciples heard on Mt. Tabor: 
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!" (Luke 9:35).  We’re a people learning to daily listen to 
Jesus.    

So we read the Scriptures—especially the gospels—and listen to what he says to us.  We listen in 
the cool desert of silent prayer.  We practice listening in the in-between spaces.  Jesus desires the 
best for us in all things and in every way.  Are you tuned in?  Hearing the voice of the Bridegroom 
opens our hearts to the fullness of his joy.  
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Calendar items 
 
May 4 
 9:00 am—Piecemakers 
 

May 7   
 9:30 a.m. Graduate Recognition, Fellowship Hall  
 Be Fiery with the Spirit” (Now What?)    
 Romans 12:11  Pastor Brad 
 

May 9 
 7:00 p.m. Elders meeting 
  

May 14 Happy Mother’s day! 
 “Rejoice and Weep” (Now What?)   
 Romans 12:15-16 Pastor Ron 
 

May 21  
  “Live in Peace, Overcome with Good” (Now What?)  
           Romans 12:17-21 Pastor Brad 
 

May 28  
 “Come and Drink!” Pentecost Sunday    
 Acts 2:1-21; John 7:37-39 Pastor Brad 
 
 
 

 

Discussion on South Central Conference resolution  

to exit from Mennonite Church USA: 

May 7: 4 pm, Prayer meeting, Conference Rm 

May 11: 7 pm, Teaching & Listening, Sanctuary 

May 16: 7 pm, Teaching & Listening, Sanctuary 

 

May 30-June 2: Community Vacation Bible School 

1 Al Isaacs 
      Rita Peters 
3 Alan Simpson 
      Jack Nichols 
5 Nona Snyder 
6 Olivia Reimer 
7 Lauren Schrag 
8 Ann Dunn 
10 Mason Schrag 
11 Howard Keim 
      Dave Anderson 
      Sam Hunsberger 
      John D. Schrock 
12 Don Goertzen 
      Mary Detweiler 
      Landree Hofstetter 
      Gracelynn Wahl 
13 Brian Nebel 
14 Sheri Esau 
      Marion Bontrager 
15 Katie Roth 
      Joshua Roth 
16 Deb Roth 
18 Dee Hershberger 
      Millie Stutzman 
19 Ethan Schrag 
21 Joshua Leinbach 
      Andrea Unruh 
      Lois Leinbach 
22 Steve Miller 
23 Joyce Huber 
      Virgil White 
24 Heather Finley 
      Donna Falkstrom 
25 Margie Wiens 
      Matt Belshe 
      Lucille Swartzendruber 
      Gerald Leinbach 
      Caryn Yoder 
      Reed Copeland 
27 Carley Bartell 
28 Kristi Martin 
29 Alice Angleton 

11 Gaven & Jessanna Schumann 
12 Gary & Donna Koehn 
15 Matt & Carrie Belshe 
18 Kevin & Marilyn Wilder 
20 Mark & Wilma Bartell 
21 Kendal & Robin Slabach 
23 Mel & Joyce Wiggers 
26 Matt & Andrea Unruh 
29 Denny & Tammy Wyse 

May 14 


